Losgin | Contact Us | Site Map | Archives | Subscriba to the papar HOMES | CARS | JOBS | CLASSIFIEDS

GET SMARTER, GET THE TRIB o il
THE ALBUQUERQU ES i :

' ' - I : -.'_‘-__;-,.'?iz'-%"_ul_“'—-_ﬂ:"'
i RIBUNE NEWS SPORTS WEATHER LIVING ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS OPINIONS PHOTO WEBIFIED

TN

THE WINTER SHOW SANTA FE

EL MUSEO CULTURAL DE SANTA FE - DECEMBER 29, 30 & 31, 2006

— .

LDEE]. search abqtrib.com ao

Homa » Mews » Local

Mind Matters: The Mind Institute links patients,
research

John Rasure
Monday, December 18, 2006

University of New Mexico: What is the Mind Institute and
TODAY'S AUTHOR where did it come from?

John Rasure is CED of The Mind

: : John Rasure: The Mind Institute, an acronym for Mental
Institute, based in Albuguergue.
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expanded beyond building neurcimaging tools because a
comprehensive understanding of mental iliness requires
a more fundamental and systematic understanding of the brain.
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imaging and research as a pathfinder for other national programs that address mental illness
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issues, like learning disabilities and addiction. We want to create national programs that link
research to mental illness patients - and mental illness patients to research.

UNM: What are your primary areas of focus?
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Consider this: schizophrenia affects approximately 2.5 million men, women and children in the
nation at an annual cost of approximately $65 billion.

Ultimately, one of our core missions is to link research to patient care. We want to add the public
to our list of research benefactors - let's get the science through the lab, through academia and
into the hands of the patients.

By better casting our mental illness research net, we can combine our findings with others and
build a solution. We need to be operating at a scale where we're assessing thousands of mental
illness patients to extract really good, usable data.

UNM: What and how many specific studies are you involved in now?

Rasure: We're involved in more than a dozen research projects that receive direct funding and
other support from the institute. But the bigger picture is that we're influencing the direction of
research. For example, the Center for Magnetic Resonance Research at the University of
Minnesota may never have thought about using its equipment to research schizophrenia, but now
it is. We're influencing the research of our partner institutions.

And we're working with Sandia and Los Alamos national labs in other areas. There's an emerging
trend in the defense and intelligence communities that neuroscience is of strategic importance to
national security. They're beginning to ask gquestions like, "What happens if we are able to develop
a drug to treat Alzheimer's disease - but it also improves the intelligence or leaming capacity of
healthy people?"

A soldier in the field often has to deal with information overload, yet make rapid-fire decisions. Or,
think of the mayor of San Francisco having to respond to an 8.5 earthquake.

While such learning in crisis situations is beneficial, what happens if these drugs get into the
hands of terrorist organizations? How do we respond?

UNM: What's in the Mind's future?

Rasure: Over the next 10 years, we want to focus on the research process itself and how we can
link results to patients. We want to make it part of how research is done, in order to accelerate the
development of diagnostic tools and treatments.

There are myriad organizations conducting research, from public institutions to private companies.
It's likely that the Mind's claim to fame won't be in any specific clinical area, but how we gather,
evaluate and store research data from hundreds of studies worldwide, and how we link it to patient
care.

In the international science community, there's very little integration of research results, so we
want to be the leader in neurosystems engineering and neurc-informatics.

There's no such thing as a "Mental lliness Center." We have cancer centers that operate under the
umbrella and standards of the Mational Cancer Institute, but there's nothing like that for mental
health. | believe that the Mind's influence will be in creating a national program in mental illness
research that could lead to national mental iliness centers, just like cancer centers.

UNM: What about the future of mental illness?

Rasure: Nobody knows. There are 65 million pecple in the nation affected by mental illness. Much
has been leamed over the past several decades in terms of what we believe to be the causes of
mental illness. Conventional wisdom now says that there's a biological basis for mental illness -
it's a combination of genetics and environment - but it hasn't always been that way. So a relatively
new starting point has been introduced in the last century.

As for the future, imagine finding a cure for addiction, or an inoculation to prevent psychotic
avents.
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